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Kashmir in fear as fundamentalisis tighten grip
From Christopher Thomas, Srinagar
The freczing, rain-soaked streets of Srinagar told their
own story yesterday of what is happening to the Kashmir
Valley.

Nearly every woman was shrouded in a ‘burga’. Video
shops sold only Pakistani [ilms. Shopkeepers hurriedly
erected new Urdu-script signs above their stores. Cinemas,
condemned as decadent, were shuttered. Barkeepers,
branded as un-Islamiec, served iea instead,

These are the signs of a new kind of Kashmir-one
that is in the unfamiliar grip of Islamic fundamentalism,
imposed ruthlessly by extremist organizations that now
virtually control day-lo-day life in the valley.

The immensely popular cause of Kashmiri nationalism
has become inextricably linked with relipious fanaticism,
a development patently designed to emphasize the cultural
alienation of India’s only Muslim majority state.

By January 30, every woman and girl over the age
of 10 will have to be veiled. Any who fail 1o heed the
warning are liable to have ink thrown in their faces. Hindus
will be compelled to wear the “tika" mark on their forehead
to distinguish them.

In the muddy, traffic-choked alleyways, shopkeepers
were busy vesterday painting their signs green the colour
of prosperity-under orders from a particularly hardline
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fundamentalist group called Allah's Tigers.

A torrent of instructions pours forth endlessly from
extremist organizations, Newsreaders on local broadcasts
of Indian state tun radio and television have been told
to stop mixing Hindi words with the Urdu language -
an instruction heeded immediately. Camera shops have
been told not to display photographs of scantily clad people.
Hindi and English - language films have been banned
because they represenl “‘cullural domination™ Coffee shops
have been ordered not to sell tickets [or lotteries, which
are ““un-Islamic,"

Everybody seems to be afraid. Politicians from the
National Conference, the longest-established political party
in Kashmir, have virtually been driven uuderground. Every
day, dozens of people place advertisements in
Urdu-language newspapers declaring that they bear no
allegiance 1o the party. Any link can be tantamount to
death sentence.

Journalists, too, are scared. Extremists tend to bomb
the offices of newspapers that upset them, They have
also let it be known that they want to be called “rebels”
or “'insurgents” but not “militants"’

In the past week, governmnel security forces looking
for “‘subversive material” have reaided an Urdu-language
weekley magazine, *Chattan’, and English-language weekly,
Greater Kashmir. Bul a plan to impose draconian censorship
has been abandoned after fierce protests from within India
and internationally.
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Two antagonistic Nations living in India side by side
As it is, there are two antagonistic nations living side
by side in India, Several infaniile polilicians commit the
serious mistake in supposing that India is already - welded
into a harmonious nation, or that it could be welded thus
for the mere wish to do so. These our well meaning
but unthinking friends take their dreams for realities, That
is way they are impatient of communal tangles and attribute
them o communal organizations. But the solid fact is
that the so-called communal guestions are but a legacy
handed - down Lo us by centuries of a cultural, religious
and national antagonism between the Hindus and the
Moslems. When time is ripe you can solve them; bul
you cannol suppress them by - merely refusing recognition
of them. Tt is safer to diagnose and treat deep-seated
disease than to ignore it. Let us - bravely face unpleasant
facts as they are. India cannol be assumed today to be
a unitarian and homogeneous nation, but on the contrary
there are two nations in the main; the Hindus and the
Moslems, in India. And as it has happerned in many a
country under similar situation in the world the utmost
that we can do under the circumstances is to form as
Indian State in which nene is allowed any special weightage
or representation and none is paid an exira-price to buy
his loyalty to the State. Mercenaries are paid and bought
off, not sons of the Motherland 1o fight in her defence.
The Hindus as a nation are willing to discharge their duty
to a common Indian State on equal footing. But if our
Moslem contrymen thrust on a communal strife on the
Hindus and cherish anti-Indian and extra territorial designs
of establishing a Mohammedan Rule or supremacy in India
then let the Hindus look to them-selves and stand on
their own legs and fight singlehanded as best as they
can [or the liberation of India from any non Hindu yoke,
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be it English or Moslem or otherwise.

Veer Savarkar
191h session, Akhil Bharat Hindu Maha Sabha, al Karnarati
(Ahmedabad). Samagra Savarkar Vanmaya Vol. VI pp.
296.
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